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First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, November 29, 2009 
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open minds · open hands · open hearts 
 

www.hopeboston.org  



-2- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
GOD IS PRAISED IN HOPE 
 

God is praised in hope. 
 

God is praised in those who do not succumb 
to sarcasm and despair. 
 

Those who find a song in the cold night 
and the beauty in each day survive 
are not cast down 
are not crushed. 
 

Suffering is a pregnant night and hope  
brings us to the dawn. 
 

Hope shines our way through wilderness 
To the new, the unexpected, the longed for. 
 

In hope we find the beauty of each moment 
The song in the night 
The possible behind the pain 
The dawn behind the darkness 
The surprise behind the numbing cold 
The beloved behind the empty embrace 
The coming behind the absence. 
 
   —Susan Palo Cherwien 
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CO N T AC T :  
 

Hope Church 
United Church of Christ & Disciples of Christ 

 
87 Seaverns Avenue 

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
617.522.0600 

office@hopeboston.org 
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